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Introduction / Background 
 

 
Each year, Kent County Council is required to determine admission arrangements for 
Community and Voluntary controlled schools it must include: 
 
 

• The over-subscription criteria / arrangements for entry to those schools for whom 
Kent County Council is the admission authority (Community and Voluntary 
Controlled schools). 

• The Published Admission Number for those schools 

• Relevant Consultation areas 
 

These arrangements have been consulted with all relevant bodies. It is now for Kent 
County Council Cabinet to determine admissions arrangements which will relate to entry to 
school in September 2013 should it agree with the proposed arrangements. 
  

 
Summary of Proposed Changes 
 

 
There is only one proposed change to the existing oversubscription criteria and this relates 
to how distances are considered between the selective and non selective areas. 
 
Presently a distinction is made in regard to whether someone is resident in the selective 
area of education when applying for community high schools and community grammar 
schools located in these selective areas.  This priority has been in place for many years 
having first been established to protect comprehensive areas of education. It states 
children resident in the same scheme of education as the school will receive priority. 
 
The education landscape in Kent has changed significantly since that time none of the 
schools in comprehensive areas have retained a priority for children resident in those 
areas, and of the 31 grammar schools in Kent only 11 remain community schools applying 
an in area and out area priority.  Many of these grammar schools are now located in close 
proximity to wide ability Academies which are in effect comprehensive schools located in 
selective areas.  The vast majority of the 11 remaining schools applying this split in priority 
are so far from the comprehensive areas that the change will have no impact on their 
intake.  The only community school likely to see a significant shift in intake patterns is 
Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys. 
 
Consequently, recognising that Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys is the last 
remaining community grammar school in West Kent, able to cater for the more rural Kent 
parishes to the North West of Tunbridge Wells, it is proposed for this school only, that a 
catchment area be introduced which gives a priority to children resident in those parishes 
who would not otherwise have access to a Kent Grammar school in their area.  A map 
containing the proposed priority catchment area is located towards the end of this 
document. 
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Oversubscription Criteria for Community and Voluntary Controlled 
Secondary Schools 
 
 

Following the Schools Adjudicator’s decision in 2007 that Dover Grammar School for Boys 
will continue to use a dual testing arrangement to determine eligibility for admission (the 
“Dover test” as well as Kent’s PESE), provision was made for the same arrangements to 
apply to the Dover Grammar School for Girls at the time – consequently in 2012 Dover 
Grammar School for Girls will continue to include in its oversubscription criteria that: “Entry 
is through the Kent age 11 assessment procedure or the Dover test.” 
  
Oversubscription criteria for Community and Voluntary controlled secondary 
schools will be applied in the following order: 

 
Children in Local Authority Care –a child under the age of 18 years for whom the local 
authority provides accommodation by agreement with their parents/carers (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) or who is the subject of a care order under Part IV of the Act. This 
applies equally to children who immediately after being looked after by the local authority 
became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (As defined by 
Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 or Section 8 or 14A of the Children Act 
1989) 

Current Family Association - a brother or sister attending the school when the child 
starts. In this context brother or sister means children who live as brother or sister in the 
same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or sisters 
and foster brothers and sisters. 

If siblings from multiple births (twins, triplets, etc) apply for a school and the school would 
reach its Published Admission Number (PAN) after admitting one or more, but before 
admitting all of those siblings, the LA will offer a place to each of the siblings, even if doing 
so takes the school above its PAN.   

Health and Special Access Reasons - Medical / Health and Special Access Reasons will 
be applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, in particular those under the 
Equality Act 2010. Priority will be given to those children whose mental or physical 
impairment means they have a demonstrable and significant need to attend a particular 
school. Equally this priority will apply to children whose parents’/guardians’, physical or 
mental health or social need means there is a demonstrable and significant need for their 
child to attend a particular school. Such claims will need to be supported by written 
evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can demonstrate a 
special connection between these needs and the particular school.  
 

Nearness of children's homes to school – The distance between the child’s permanent 
home address and the school is measured in a straight line using Ordnance Survey 
address point data. Distances are measured from a point defined as within the child’s 
home to a point defined as within the school as specified by Ordnance Survey. The same 
address point on the school site is used for everybody. When we apply the distance 
criterion for an oversubscribed Community or Voluntary Controlled school, these straight 
line measurements are used to determine how close each applicant’s address is to the 
school. 
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Oversubscription criteria for Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys 
will be applied in the following priority order:  
 
Entry to the school is through the Kent Assessment Procedure 
 

Children in Local Authority Care –a child under the age of 18 years for whom the local 
authority provides accommodation by agreement with their parents/carers (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) or who is the subject of a care order under Part IV of the Act. This 
applies equally to children who immediately after being looked after by the local authority 
became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (As defined by 
Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 or Section 8 or 14A of the Children Act 
1989) 

Current Family Association - a brother or sister attending the school when the child 
starts. In this context brother or sister means children who live as brother or sister in the 
same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or sisters 
and foster brothers and sisters. 

If siblings from multiple births (twins, triplets, etc) apply for a school and the school would 
reach its Published Admission Number (PAN) after admitting one or more, but before 
admitting all of those siblings, the LA will offer a place to each of the siblings, even if doing 
so takes the school above its PAN.  

Health and Special Access Reasons - Medical / Health and Special Access Reasons will 
be applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, in particular those under the 
Equality Act 2010. Priority will be given to those children whose mental or physical 
impairment means they have a demonstrable and significant need to attend a particular 
school. Equally this priority will apply to children whose parents’/guardians’, physical or 
mental health or social need means there is a demonstrable and significant need for their 
child to attend a particular school. Such claims will need to be supported by written 
evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can demonstrate a 
special connection between these needs and the particular school.  

Children who live within a 3 mile radius of the school Children will be ranked 
according to the distance from their home to the Tunbridge Wells Grammar school for 
Boys with those living closest being ranked highest. The distance is measured between 
the child’s permanent address and the school in a straight line using Ordnance Survey 
address point data. Distances are measured from a point within the child’s home to a 
similarly defined point within the school as specified by Ordnance Survey. 
 

Children who live in the named parishes below –  Children will be ranked according to 
the distance from their home to the Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys with those 
living closest being ranked highest. The distance is measured between the child’s 
permanent address and the school in a straight line using Ordnance Survey address point 
data. Distances are measured from a point within the child’s home to a similarly defined 
point within the school as specified by Ordnance Survey. 
 

Bidborough Hildenborough Sevenoaks 

Brasted Ightham Sevenoaks Weald 

Capel Knockholt Shipbourne 

Chevening Kemsing Shoreham 

Chiddingstone Leigh Southborough 

Cowden Otford Speldhurst 

Dunton Green Plaxtol Sundridge 
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Edenbridge Pembury Tonbridge 

Hadlow Penshurst Tunbridge Wells 

Halstead Riverhead Westerham 

Hever Seal  

 
 

Nearness of all other children's homes to school – The distance between the child’s 
permanent home address and the school is measured in a straight line using Ordnance 
Survey address point data. Distances are measured from a point defined as within the 
child’s home to a point defined as within the school as specified by Ordnance Survey. The 
same address point on the school site is used for everybody. When we apply the distance 
criterion for an oversubscribed Community or Voluntary Controlled school, these straight 
line measurements are used to determine how close each applicant’s address is to the 
school. 

 
A map displaying the priority catchment area is provided overleaf:
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***Oversubscription criteria for Astor College for the Arts will be 
applied in the following priority order:  
 

Children in Local Authority Care –a child under the age of 18 years for whom the local 
authority provides accommodation by agreement with their parents/carers (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) or who is the subject of a care order under Part IV of the Act. This 
applies equally to children who immediately after being looked after by the local authority 
became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (As defined by 
Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 or Section 8 or 14A of the Children Act 
1989) 

Current Family Association - a brother or sister attending the school when the child 
starts. In this context brother or sister means children who live as brother or sister in the 
same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or 
sisters and foster brothers and sisters. 

If siblings from multiple births (twins, triplets, etc) apply for a school and the school would 
reach its Published Admission Number (PAN) after admitting one or more, but before 
admitting all of those siblings, the LA will offer a place to each of the siblings, even if 
doing so takes the school above its PAN.   

Health and Special Access Reasons - Medical / Health and Special Access Reasons 
will be applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, in particular those under 
the Equality Act 2010. Priority will be given to those children whose mental or physical 
impairment means they have a demonstrable and significant need to attend a particular 
school. Equally this priority will apply to children whose parents’/guardians’, physical or 
mental health or social need means there is a demonstrable and significant need for their 
child to attend a particular school. Such claims will need to be supported by written 
evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can demonstrate a 
special connection between these needs and the particular school.  
 

Nearness of children's homes to school – The distance between the child’s 
permanent home address and the school is measured in a straight line using Ordnance 
Survey address point data. Distances are measured from a point defined as within the 
child’s home to a point defined as within the school as specified by Ordnance Survey. 
The same address point on the school site is used for everybody. When we apply the 
distance criterion for an oversubscribed Community or Voluntary Controlled school, these 
straight line measurements are used to determine how close each applicant’s address is 
to the school. 

Up to 10% of places will be admitted on ability in the visual arts. Please note that children 
applying for these places will need to spend a session at the college working on a set of 
creative tasks which will be assessed on merit. 
 

***Oversubscription criteria for The North School will be applied in the 
following priority order:  
 

Children in Local Authority Care –a child under the age of 18 years for whom the local 
authority provides accommodation by agreement with their parents/carers (Section 22 of 
the Children Act 1989) or who is the subject of a care order under Part IV of the Act. This 
applies equally to children who immediately after being looked after by the local authority 
became subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order. (As defined by 
Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 or Section 8 or 14A of the Children Act 
1989) 
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Current Family Association - a brother or sister attending the school when the child 
starts. In this context brother or sister means children who live as brother or sister in the 
same house, including natural brothers or sisters, adopted siblings, stepbrothers or 
sisters and foster brothers and sisters. 

If siblings from multiple births (twins, triplets, etc) apply for a school and the school would 
reach its Published Admission Number (PAN) after admitting one or more, but before 
admitting all of those siblings, the LA will offer a place to each of the siblings, even if 
doing so takes the school above its PAN.  

Health and Special Access Reasons - Medical / Health and Special Access Reasons 
will be applied in accordance with the school’s legal obligations, in particular those under 
the Equality Act 2010. Priority will be given to those children whose mental or physical 
impairment means they have a demonstrable and significant need to attend a particular 
school. Equally this priority will apply to children whose parents’/guardians’, physical or 
mental health or social need means there is a demonstrable and significant need for their 
child to attend a particular school. Such claims will need to be supported by written 
evidence from a suitably qualified medical or other practitioner who can demonstrate a 
special connection between these needs and the particular school.  

Children who live nearer to The North School than any other maintained non 
selective secondary school or academy – Children will be ranked according to the 
distance from their home to the North School with those living closest being ranked 
highest. The distance is measured between the child’s permanent address and the 
school in a straight line using Ordnance Survey address point data. Distances are 
measured from a point within the child’s home to a similarly defined point within the 
school as specified by Ordnance Survey. 
 

Children who live nearer to any other maintained non selective secondary school 
or academy than The North School –  Children for whom the North School is not their 
nearest non selective secondary school or academy will be ranked according to the 
distance from their home to the North School with those living closest being ranked 
highest. The distance is measured between the child’s permanent address and the 
school in a straight line using Ordnance Survey address point data. Distances are 
measured from a point within the child’s home to a similarly defined point within the 
school as specified by Ordnance Survey. 

 
*** Note the at time of Kent County Council’s consultation these schools are 
awaiting an academy order and may therefore change status and indeed consult 
on alternative admissions arrangements for 2013 (through a seperate 
consultation). 
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Published Admission Numbers for Community and Voluntary 
Controlled Secondary Schools in Kent: 
 

DfE 
no. 

School name District 
Sub 
Type 

Status 

2013 
Published 
Admission 
Number 

4246 North School, The  *** Ashford High Community 215 

4528 Norton Knatchbull School, The Ashford Grammar 
Voluntary 
Controlled 

149 

4091 Community College Whitstable, The Canterbury High Community 210 

4534 Simon Langton Girls' Grammar School Canterbury Grammar 
Voluntary 
Controlled 

155 

4026 Dartford Technology College Dartford High Community 145 

4250 Swan Valley Community School Dartford High Community 150 

4109 Dover Grammar School for Girls Dover Grammar Community 120 

4113 Astor College for the Arts *** Dover High Community 210 

4169 Walmer Science College Dover High Community 143 

4059 
Swadelands School - Specialist Sch. & Sports 
College 

Maidstone High Community 150 

4523 Maidstone Grammar School for Girls Maidstone Grammar 
Voluntary 
Controlled 

175 

4219 Hextable School Sevenoaks 
Wide 
ability 

Community 150 

4101 Harvey Grammar School, The Shepway Grammar Community 150 

4045 Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys 
Tunbridge 
Wells 

Grammar Community 180 

 

*** Please note at time of determining arrangements these schools are awaiting an 
academy order.   
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Proposed Statutory Consultation Area for Kent Secondary schools 

The LA is required to define “relevant areas” within which the admissions authorities of all 
maintained schools must conduct their statutory consultation. Admission authorities for all 
maintained secondary schools within the relevant area must consult the admission 
authorities for all maintained primary, middle and secondary schools in the area. An 
academy must consult in the way that other admission authorities do, but cannot alter its 
admission arrangements without the approval of the Secretary of State. Consultations 
must take place at least every seven years and in any year that changes are proposed. 
 
The relevant statutory consultation areas continue to be the designated districts and 
adjoining parishes detailed overleaf: 
 

Thanet Thanet District plus Herne Bay, Chislet, Preston, Ash, Sandwich and Worth 
parishes. 

Dover Dover District plus Folkestone, Hawkinge, Swingfield, Elham, Barham, Adisham  
Wickhambreaux, Chislet, Monkton, Minster, Ramsgate.  

Canterbury Canterbury City plus St Nicholas at Wade, Preston, Ash, Wingham, 
Goodnestone, Aylesham, Nonington, Shepherdswell with Coldred, Lydden, 
Elham, Stelling Minnis, Stowting, Elmsted, Chilham, Dunkirk, Boughton under 
Blean, Selling, Sheldwich, Hernhill, Graveney with Goodnestone, Faversham, 
Ospringe,Luddenham. 

Swale Swale Borough plus St Cosmas and St Damian in the Blean, Whitstable.  

Shepway Shepway District plus Capel-le-Ferne, Lydden, Barham, Bradbourne, Smeeth, 
Aldington, Orlestone. 

Ashford Ashford Borough plus Brenzett, Lympne, Sellindge, Stowting, Elmsted, Petham, 
Chartham, Dunkirk, Selling, Sheldwich, Lenham, Headcorn, Frittenden, 
Cranbrook, Benenden, Sandhurst. 

Maidstone Maidstone Borough plus Hartlip, Newington, Borden, Bredgar, Doddington, 
Milsted, Kingsdown, Eastling, Charing, Egerton, Smarden, Biddenden, 
Frittenden, Cranbrook, Goudhurst, Horsmonden, Capel, Wateringbury, Paddock 
Wood, East Peckham, East Malling, Larkfield, Ditton, Aylesford, Burham, 
Wouldham, Snodland, Leybourne, Ryarsh, Kings Hill, West Malling, Trottiscliffe, 
Offham, Mereworth, Platt, Plaxtol, Borough Green, Ightham, Wrotham, Stansted 
& Fairseat. 

Gravesham Gravesham Borough plus Dartford Borough, Snodland, Ryarsh, Trottiscliffe, 
Stansted & Fairseat, Ash-cum-Ridley, Hartley, Fawkham, West Kingsdown, 
Horton Kirby, Farningham, Eynsford, Swanley, Crockenhill. 

Dartford Dartford Borough plus Ash-cum-Ridley, Hartley, West Kingsdown, Fawkham, 
Eynsford Swanley, Crockenhill. 

Sevenoaks Sevenoaks District plus Dartford Borough, Stansted & Fairseat, Wrotham, 
Ightham, Southborough, Borough Green, Tunbridge Wells, Plaxtol, Pembury, 
Shipbourne, Speldhurst. 

Tonbridge  Tonbridge and Malling Borough plus Sevenoaks District (excluding Swanley, 
Farningham, Horton Kirby, Fawkham and Hartley), Tunbridge Wells Borough, 
Yalding. 

Malling Tonbridge and Malling Borough plus, Boxley, Maidstone, Barming, Meopham, 
Ash-cum-Ridley, West Kingsdown, Kemsing. 

Tunbridge Wells Tunbridge Wells plus Sevenoaks District (excluding Swanley, Farningham, 
Horton Kirby, Fawkham and Hartley), Tonbridge, Hildenborough, Hadlow, East 
Peckham, Shipbourne, Ightham, Plaxtol, Borough Green, Mereworth, 
Wateringbury, Yalding. 

Cranbrook Tunbridge Wells plus Marden, Staplehurst, Headcorn, Biddenden, Tenterden, 
Rolvenden. 

 


